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Debt and inflation are crushing the population. Infra- 
structure is crumbling. Public health care and other so- 
are at a breaking point. Conditions for the 
s in Canada are going backwards. Everybody 
The question is what to do about it? 

The Liberals are in free fall and the government is on 
its last legs. Trudeau is desperately trying to reinvigorate 
support for his “sunny ways.” A! hey are propped 
up by the New Democrats, the Liberal government may be 
able to limp along until the fixed-date election in a year. 
But neither the Liberals nor their NDP allies have answers 
to solve the cri: 

In fact, nine 
worse for e 


ars of Liberal rule have made things 
veryone. This is leading to a rise in support for 
including among workers. Poilievre now stands 
at the gates of power, hav- 

ing positioned himself as 

the conduit for 
tent. The blame lies with 
the leaders of the labour 
movement in the unions 
and in the NDP who have 
played a key role in prop- 
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ping up a government responsible for the growing misery 
of working people rather than fighting against it. 

here is no doubt that Poilievre will only bring more 
ry. What he has in store for the working class with 
xe the build the homes, fix the budget, stop 
the crime” mantra is austerity, a deepening of the hous- 
ing crisis, cuts to public services and an increase in state 
ion. The anti-worker legacy of Harper is what 
Poilievre will extend. But the only way to stop the ad- 
vance of right-wing reaction and reverse the tide is for the 
working class to rely on its own forces to fight for its own 
interests. This means breaking with the liberal politics of 
the leaders of the labour movement. 

The NDP is trying to shake off the stench of the Liberals. 
Singh has just broken the two-year-long formal coalition 
with Trudeau. He did so 
after the Liberals broke 
the national rail strike, 
an act which Singh con- 
demned as anti-worker 
still remaining in 


bined with the free fall 


2 


Workers Tribune 


of the Liberals made the NDP’s position untenable. Even 
Poilievre picked up on this and called on the NDP to help 
bring down the government to hold an election this fall. 
Faced with pressure from their base and for electoral cal- 
culations, the NDP tore up their deal with the Liberals. But 
this doesn’t reflect a break with liberalism. The NDP and 
trade-union tops have propped up this hated government 
because they are wedded to the worldview of Trudeau: 
Canada is a beacon of “progress” and “enlightenment.” 

The situation cries out for a working-class opposition 
to the Tories and the Liberals. But the socialist left is 
disoriented and plays no role at all in this picture. Why? 
Because, whether inside or outside the NDP, they too are 
mired in the swamp of Canadian liberalism. This was 
shown when they rallied to “national unity” during the 
pandemic. And it is shown today over all the key issues 
facing workers and the oppressed: the economy, housing, 
immigration, Quebec’s national oppression, the wars in 
Ukraine and Palestine and more. 

The Liberals and NDP claim that the increasingly 
threadbare social “safety net” can be patched together 
through the magic wand of government tinkering and 
public debt even as the economy stagnates and rots. They 
tout the state ideology of multiculturalism as a model for 
the world and use it as a cudgel against Quebec. They say 
NATO, Ukraine and Israel must be supported at all costs 
as key pillars of the alliance with U.S. imperialism while 
lauding Canada’s “special role” of promoting “freedom, 
democracy and human rights.” This is the political glue 
that held the coalition together. 

The labour movement has been paralyzed by its support 
to this government. But even if it falls tomorrow, labour 
will remain hamstrung, weakened and unable to play a 
decisive role if it continues to be led by people who share 
the liberal values and politics that underpinned the coali- 
tion. What is needed is a completely different strategy, one 
based on a rupture with the pillars of Canadian liberalism 
and rooted in the principles of the class struggle. 


Pandemic and Emergencies Act: Labour 
Leaders Betray 


The disastrous situation facing workers today is the 
result of decades of attacks by the ruling class to keep Can- 
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ada competitive in the liberalized, U.S.-dominated global 
economy. And things got worse during the pandemic, deep- 
ening the pre-existing economic problems and exposing the 
fault lines of society. The government’s pandemic response 
and the lockdowns created a social crisis that made life hell. 
Yet when the Liberal government came under attack for 
this, the NDP and union tops swooped in to rescue it. 

In fact, throughout the pandemic the labour leaders 
forced the working class to swallow the lockdowns 
imposed by the Liberals and provincial premiers—i.e., 
the reactionary response of the ruling class which aimed 
to stave off in a cheap way the collapse of the decrepit 
health system. In B.C., it was the NDP government which 
directly imposed them. But what workers needed in 
response to the pandemic was more of everything—more 
health care, more infrastructure, more housing, more 
safety at work, more production to provide necessities. 
Yet there were no mobilizations to fight for these things. 
Rather, in the name of “saving lives,” the labour leaders 
aided and abetted Trudeau in shutting the population 
away to create stability for the ruling elites. 

The result? An already overloaded healthcare system 
was pushed to the brink of collapse—and it is still getting 
worse. Children and young people are struggling with 
psychological and educational setbacks—and the schools 
are still underfunded and understaffed. Mass unemploy- 
ment and grinding the economy to a halt was a heavy 
blow—and inflation, debt and the rising costs of living 
are still daily worries. 

The anger and resentment against these conditions 
reached a flashpoint with the truckers’ blockade in 
2022—a challenge to the government. This fissure in 
“national unity” should have been seized on to start a 
working-class fightback against the government's vicious 
pandemic attacks. But rather than leading the opposition, 
the labour leaders and the socialist left spat on this legit- 
imate anger. Why? Because they backed the government 
and its pandemic policies (while mouthing a few criti- 
cisms). This created a void and left the field wide open to 
right-wing forces and conspiracy theorists. 

Hysteria against the truckers was whipped up precisely 
to save the government from the mounting anger. Singh 
and the NDP were among the loudest voices portraying 
this event as a quasi-fascist uprising led by U.S.-based 
forces against science. This provided the justification for 
a severe clampdown on dissent, culminating with Tru- 
deau using the Emergencies Act (the rebranded War 
Measures Act). In spearheading this crackdown, the NDP 
rallied support behind Trudeau. 

While some left liberals and the socialist left were 
critical of using the Emergencies Act, the “nuclear op- 
tion,” they supported the path that led to it: the lockdowns 
and the vilification of the truckers’ protest. In fact, state 
repression has always been the teeth behind “progres- 
sive” liberal policies, bared sharply during times of crisis. 
When preaching about “democratic values” is not suffi- 
cient to tamp down opposition, the Trudeau Liberals resort 
to force. In defense of a united Canada, Pierre Trudeau 
wielded the War Measures Act in 1970 to crush the spectre 

(continued on page 9) 
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The NDP and union bureaucrats are driving the working 
class into the ground with their liberalism. Communists 
must fight to break the working class from these treach- 
erous misleaders. We present our program for this in the 
article “Fight Poilievre! Dump Trudeau & Singh!” (see 
page 1). The rest of the Marxist left in this country was 
also opposed to the Liberal-NDP coalition. But the ques- 
tion is: what alternative have they been putting forward 
and what are the results? 

The Marxist left (whether inside or outside of the NDP) 
has never had a serious impact on the class struggle in 
this country. The reason for this is the failure to confront 
liberalism head on. Let’s look at two of the largest Marxist 
organizations in Canada today, Socialist Action (SA) and 
the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP). 


Socialist Action and Palestine 


SA says they are building a class-struggle leadership in 
the unions and in the NDP, via their oppositional group- 
ings. And for over 25 years SA has worked inside the NDP 
to fight the liberal reformist leadership through their So- 
cialist Caucus. But this has gone nowhere. Why? Because 
SA pushes for more militancy while leaving the liberal 
program of the labour leaders fundamentally unchal- 
lenged—which is the central obstacle to forging a revolu- 
tionary leadership. 

Take the question of Palestinian liberation: it is vital that 
workers internationally mobilize against the Zionist state 
and its imperialist backers, including in Canada. But this 
is opposed at every turn by the misleaders of the labour 
movement. An example of this was when SA supporters 
were kicked out of the federal NDP convention last year 
for joining a pro-Palestine protest at the convention. In the 
course of fighting back against this censorship, this would 
have been the perfect occasion to raise the call to kick the 
pro-Zionists out of the NDP. 

Rather what SA puts forward does not counter the pro- 
liberal politics of the labour misleaders. For instance, SA 
points out that after decades of socialist agitation the On- 
tario Federation of Labour is now demanding that Trudeau 
call for a ceasefire, and an end to the blockade of Gaza and 
restore humanitarian support (“OFL Embraces the Pales- 
tinian People,” socialistaction.ca, 2 December 2023). But 
this is a position that is acceptable to the ruling class—in 
fact, ceasefire is now the position of Biden and Trudeau. It 
only reinforces the “human rights” credentials of Canadian 
imperialism in the labour movement and the hold of its 
pro-capitalist misleaders. And it is utterly counterposed to 
winning the working class to the Palestinian cause. 


Marxist Left inthe 
Orbit of Liberalism 
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What is needed for Palestinian liberation is to build an 
anti-imperialist pole against the U.S. imperialists and their 
Canadian lackeys who back the genocidal Zionist state. 
But you won't get that by staying in the framework of 
Canadian liberalism. That’s why SA’s attempts to replace 
the leadership keep going around in circles. 


The RCP and Quebec 


The RCP might seem to be a more left-wing alternative 
than SA, rejecting tactics towards the NDP and march- 
ing under red flags. Following the lead of its international 
co-thinkers (see “The Grant Leap Forward,” page 5), the 
RCP has recently made a left turn. But beyond abstractly 
calling for communism it offers no road forward. Instead 
of making a sober assessment of the state of class struggle 
to chart a course forward, the RCP puts forward fantas- 
tical schemas (e.g., an “ocean of communists is constantly 
growing, looking for their party”). They even dismiss the 
rise of Poilievre’s right-wing Tories as unimportant. “We 
see some moving right and supporting Poilievre,” says 
Communist Revolution (marxist.ca, 20 September 2023), 
“but many more turning left and turning against capital- 
ism and capitalist politicians in general.” A perspective 
based on this absurd analysis could only disorient workers 
in today’s struggles against capitalist reaction. 

It is impossible to combat the hegemonic liberalism in 
the workers movement with red soap bubbles. To have an 
impact it is necessary to confront the pillars that hold Can- 
adian capitalism together. Take the question of Quebec. 
The RCP says it supports the right to self-determination 
for Quebec (so does the NDP) and claims to have a “class 
based approach.” But they oppose calling for Quebec in- 
dependence. This is done in the name of abstract calls to 
unite the workers in Canada and Quebec. But such unity 
can only be achieved if the working class in English Can- 
ada actively champions Quebec’s national liberation. 

The Canadian state oppresses Quebec, and the leaders 
of English Canadian labour promote the reactionary pro- 
gram of national unity. By not fighting for independence 
the RCP ends up in the framework of Trudeau and the 
NDP. This makes them an adjunct to Canadian liberalism, 
no matter how many activists they recruit to the banner 
of communism. Rather, the task of Marxists in English 
Canada is to fight to break the working class from their 
misleaders by championing Quebec’s national liberation. 

Let’s look at the RCP’s approach to Québec Solidaire, a 
left-populist nationalist party. In recent years, as he sought 
to make QS more electable, leader Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois 

(continued on page 8) 
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Our comrade Asha 
Jugdutt died suddenly 
at her home in Van- 
couver on 31 Decem- 
ber 2022. A passion- 
ate fighter for 
communism her entire 
adult life, for more 
than 30 years Asha 
threw all her energies 
into building Trotsky- 
ism in Canada, serv- 
ing at various times 
on the Trotskyist 
League’s Central 
Committee, the edi- 
torial board of our 
press and as organizer 
of the Toronto local. 
Her death at only 54 
was a huge blow to 
her comrades and 
friends throughout the 
International Com- 
munist League. 

A well-attended 
memorial to honour 
Asha was held in 
Toronto on March 9 of 
this year, The event 
was also streamed to 
close to 50 comrades, 
friends and family in 
Canada and the U.S. 
Photo displays captured Asha’s political history, and 
her beauty and warmth. The many letters we received 
from comrad id family, excerpts of which were 
read aloud, testified to her political and personal 
impact on everyone she knew. “From a very young 
.” one of her sisters wrote, “she was an anthropolo- 
.” genuinely interested in the people she encoun- 
tered. Her passionate hatred of oppression and exploit- 
ation, not least the patriarchal oppression of women 
and children, fuelled her political determination. 

Asha radicalized as a student in Edmonton in the 
mid-1980s. In her term at the University of 
Alberta she organized student solidarity for striking 
meatpackers whose pickets were besieged by cops and 
scabs. Soon after, she joined the local affiliate of the 
United Secretariat of the Fourth International (USec). 
She threw herself into many political struggles includ- 
ing those of the Lubicon Cree. Barely 20, she was 
elected to the Central Committee of Socialist Chal- 
lenge (SC) in 1988. 

Asha was a political force of nature, as her com- 
rade and then companion Andrew Shilling described 
in his remarks to the memorial gathering: “Everyone, 


Asha Vivienne Jugdutt 


1968 -2022 


from the Communist 
Party, to the NDP, left 
academics and various 
churchy ‘social justice” 
committees wanted a 
piece of this dynam- 
ic young woman to 
breathe life into their 
own sclerotic do-good 
reformist politics.” It 
was not to be. Asha 
was on a very dif- 
ferent trajectory: the 
fight for revolutionary 
Trotskyism. 

Asha’s serious study 
of Marxism soon led 
her to break with the 
USec’s accommoda- 
tion of pro-capitalist re- 
formism. The decisive 
issue was the Russian 
question. As decades 
of Stalinist betrayal led 
to counterrevolution in 
the Soviet Union and 
the deformed workers 
states of East Eur- 
ope, the USec hailed 
this as a “democrat- 
ic revolution.” Asha 
and others in the Ed- 
monton branch fought 
against this and soli 
darized with the International Communist League’s 
fight against counterrevolution and for workers political 
revolution to oust the Stalinist bureaucrats. 

That political agreement between the ICL and the 
comrades, now constituted as the Revolutionary Marx- 
ist Tendency (RMT), was codified in the comrades’ 
factional document, “Against United Secretariat 
Liquidationism—For Trotskyism!” This document was 
centered on the Trotskyist defense of the Soviet Union 
and against the USec’s liquidation into the anti- 
communist swamp of social democracy. It ended by 
calling on the comrades of Socialist Challenge who 
agreed with it to join them in pursuing the only princi- 
pled course open to Trotskyists, the course of fusion 
with the ICL. 

In October 1990, Asha took the fight for this per- 
spective to SC’s Central Committee meeting in Mont- 
real, passing out copies of the document. Comrade 
Shilling, also a member of the RMT, recounted that 
the furor had barely subsided when a motion was put 
forward “to expel Asha and all her followers immedi- 
ately from the organization with no further discussion. 
(continued on page 17) 
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We reproduce below an article by our British comrades 
which appeared in Workers Hammer No. 252, Spring 2024. 
The Canadian section of the IMT/RCL, formerly Fightback, 
is now called the Revolutionary Communist Party. 

In June of this year the International Marxist Tendency 
(IMT) will found the Revolutionary Communist Inter- 
national (RCI). It is not every day that a new international 
is proclaimed, much less one that promises to be the first 
genuine working-class international since Lenin’s Comin- 
tern. What is behind this radical transformation of the 
IMT? Has the tendency founded by the late Ted Grant 
unlocked the secret to Leninism in the new epoch? 

To answer this question, we must analyse the political 
basis of this leap forward, elaborated centrally in the 
“Manifesto of the Revolutionary Communist Inter- 
national”, a document the IMT describes as a historic 
landmark of the “utmost importance to the world com- 
munist movement”. In this manifesto, the soon to be RCI 
claims to uniquely have the “correct ideas”. So, let’s look 
at which ideas exactly warrant such bold claims. 

The RCI manifesto has lots of analysis, but beyond 
abstractly calling for communism it offers no road for- 
ward on the major conflicts shaking the world. Astonish- 
ingly, the manifesto includes no programme for the liber- 
ation of Palestine, even as Gaza is being starved and 
bombed. And what about the current tasks for workers 
regarding the Ukraine war, the most important conflict in 
Europe since World War II? Nothing, not a word. 

On the other hand, and somewhat bizarrely, the mani- 
festo takes the time to explain that there is no danger of 
fascism because 


“wide layers that formerly saw themselves as middle-class 
(professional people, white-collar workers, teachers, univer- 
sity professors[!], civil servants, doctors[!] and nurses) have 
drawn closer to the proletariat and become unionised.” 


But what about how to fight the rise of right-wing reac- 
tion, a burning question throughout the world? Nothing. 


But no worries, surely university professors and doctors 
will come to the rescue. 

On the struggle for black liberation, women’s liberation 
and trans liberation, the manifesto states the platitude that 
“the struggle against all forms of oppression and dis- 
crimination is a necessary part of the fight against cap- 
italism”, only to then make clear that “our attitude is 
essentially a negative one. That is to say: we are opposed 
to oppression and discrimination of any sort.” In other 
words, they have nothing positive to say about how to 
concretely advance any of these struggles today. 

What about the fight against imperialism? Surely the 
manifesto for a new international says something on how 
to liberate the majority of the world population from the 
boot of foreign finance capital? Beyond the empty slogan 
“Down with the imperialist robbers!”, not a word. In fact, 
national oppression is not even mentioned. 

The point is not that the IMT/RCI says nothing about 
all these questions in general (more on what they say 
later). Rather it is that answering the question “what is to 
be done?” in the face of the world crisis does not consti- 
tute the basis for their Revolutionary Communist Inter- 
national. This begs the question, what then is the basis to 
found this new international? 

Answering the question “Is the time right for a Revolu- 
tionary Communist International?” the manifesto explains: 

“The latest polls from Britain, the USA, Australia and other 
countries provide us with a very clear indication that the 
idea of communism is spreading rapidly. The potential for 
communism is enormous. Our task is to make this potential 
a reality by giving it an organisational expression.” 

This is the key to the IMT’s great transformation. Arti- 
cle after article repeats that millions of young people are 
attracted to communism, and that they “do not need to be 
convinced. They are already communists” (marxist.com, 
5 April). In other words, the principal reason to found the 
RCI is a conjunctural leftward movement among certain 
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IMT’s British paper. The Fightback group also promoted 
Corbynism in Canada. 


layers of petty-bourgeois youth in imperialist countries. 
This is hardly a strong foundation. In “Left-wing” com- 
munism—an infantile disorder, Lenin explained: 
“A petty bourgeois driven to frenzy by the horrors of cap- 
italism is a social phenomenon which, like anarchism, is 
characteristic of all capitalist countries. The instability of 
barrenness, and its tendency to turn 
rapidly into submission, apathy, phantasms, and even a 
frenzied infatuation with one bourgeois fad or another—all 
this is common knowledge.” 
Clearly the boldness of the RCI’s pretensions is surpassed 
only by the vacuousness of their content. 


Corbyn: Their Lessons and Ours 


It is important to appreciate that the IMT’s radical re- 
orientation has not appeared out of thin air but is an im- 
pressionistic and opportunist reaction to changes in the 
political landscape, first and foremost in Britain. It was 
the IMT’s British section, Socialist Appeal (SA), which 
first started agitating for communism. And it is from the 
London centre that the international tone was set. 

As RCI documents make clear, it is largely because of 
the disillusionment in the likes of Corbyn, Syriza and 
Sanders that the IMT has turned towards the supposedly 
untarnished banner of “communism”. To explain the 
IMT’s current turn we must then look at its actions dur- 
ing the Corbyn years, and more specifically the lessons it 
has drawn from this experience. 

For starters, to say that SA, soon to be the Revolution 
ary Communist Party (RCP), was neck-deep in the Cor- 


byn movement would be a gross understatement. Their 
entire existence was always defined by the Labour Party, 
so when Jeremy Corbyn got elected leader, it was a dream 
come true. Socialist Appeal headlines featured “Complete 
the Corbyn Revolution!” (15 July 2016), “Vote for Cor- 
byn! Fight for Socialism!” (22 August 2016), “We face the 
fight of our lives—mobilise for a Corbyn victory!” (30 
October 2019). The goal was clear: support Corbyn and 
push him to the left. 

Even after Corbyn’s disastrous 2019 election, when he 
betrayed the working class by campaigning for a second 
EU referendum, in an article titled “After the election: 
Continue the Corbyn revolution” IMT leader Alan Woods 
explained that “it is not Corbynism that has failed, but 
Blairism, liberalism, and the centre ground” (18 Decem- 
ber 2019). 

However, in the years following Corbyn’s defeat left 
Labourism has been in constant retreat. Sir Keir Starmer 
has purged the left wing of Labour and made a particular 
point of expelling Socialist Appeal. At bottom, it is these 
objective blows and not a critical re-evaluation of its pre- 
vious course that has pushed SA to radically reorient. It is 
only recently that they have started denouncing Corbyn in 
order to argue that a “particularly pernicious role has been 
played by the so-called Left” (RCI manifesto). 

While such statements are certainly true, the practical 
conclusions that the RCP draws from them are wrong. For 
example, it has shut the door on any kind of tactical 
approach whatsoever to Labour, the Labour lefts or 
elections at the current time. The RCP is instead engaging 
in empty radicalism totally disconnected from the 
struggles and consciousness of the British working class. 

It must be said that Socialist Appeal was far from alone 
in cheerleading for Corbyn during his leadership of the 
Labour Party. The entire left did the same, including 
Workers Hammer. However, unlike SA, we recognised 
our mistakes and sought to draw key political lessons 
from them (see Workers Hammer no 247, Winter 2021- 
2022). Instead of simply denouncing Labour, changing 
our name and waving red flags, we understood that at 
bottom the failure of the so-called revolutionaries 
throughout the Corbyn years was to not fight for a split 
with left Labourism. 

This could not be done by simply denouncing Corbyn 
but by showing the need to break with his programme, 
which, by always putting unity with the righ 
ciples, was an obstacle to defea 
the meaning of the united-front tactic: to engage in joint 
struggle with reformists and demonstrate in action the 
need for a split with opportunism. 

However, instead of this the entire “Marxist” left liqui- 
dated into the united front and refused to put forward a 
fundamentally different strategy to fight the Blairites. 
Not only did this subordinate the most militant elements 
of the party to the losing strategy of Corbyn and his team, 
but it also betrayed the task of winning a fraction of the 
Labour Party to communism. 

Far from recognising this reality and seeking to under- 
stand how their strategic perspective within Labour was 
wrong, the new RCP has just turned the page. Now it 
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ironically embodies the worst caricature of the ultraleft 
sectarians denounced by SA not so long ago. 


Lessons of the Strike Wave 


After Corbyn, the most important event shaping the 
British left was the 2022-2023 strike wave. Here, too, we 
can understand the overall trajectory of the IMT/RCI by 
looking at the wild zigzags of their British section. 

At the height of the strikes, SA supported the general 
secretary of Unite, Sharon Graham, a proud NATO stooge 
and one of the main figures responsible for the defeat of 
the strike wave (see “Sharon Graham or Lenin? You can’t 
haye both”, Workers Hammer no 250, Summer 2023). The 
urgent task throughout the conflict was to build a left op- 
position within the trade unions based on organising a real 
confrontation with the hated and weak Tory government. 
But instead of this SA, like most other groups on the left, 
simply called for more co-ordination between the unions, 
or a few more strike days here and there, while being in a 
bloc with a wing of the bureaucracy. 

Nothing better symbolises this non-aggression pact with 
the union tops than S. ‘efusal to raise the basic slogan 
“Never cross a picket line”, Not only was this slogan es- 
sential to build the strikes, but it directly went against the 
photo-op strategy of the union leaders. The opportunism 
of SA on this question is all the more obvious given the 
fact that their comrades in English Canada organised a 
whole campaign around the slogan “Picket lines mean 
y staunchly refused our 


appeals to raise such a call. 

Now that the strike wave has been defeated, the RCP 
has denounced Sharon Graham and finally mentioned her 
support for “the NATO-backed regime in Ukraine” (The 
Communist, 10 April). Consistent with the RCP’s new left 


turn, the article proclaims, “What is required instead is 
to build up a revolutionary communist leadership that is 
both fighting and democratic, based upon the militancy 


of the union rank-and-file.” Thi: 
mally speaking; the question is: 
perspective concretely? 

A revolutionary leadership in the unions will never be 
built by waving red flags and proclaiming the need for 
radical action, no matter the obstacles standing in the way. 
But this is precisely what the RCP means by “revolution- 
ary leadership”. The 5 April article in The Communist on 
the results of the NEU [teachers union] indicative ballot is 
symptomatic. Not only does the article deny the very real 
fact that sentiment in the union is far more demoralised 
than it was last year, but its “bold perspective and militant 
strategy that links our fight to defend education to the 
fight against capitalism” consists of a series of broad pol- 
itical demands with no bridge to the actual situation facing 
teachers. Of course, it is necessary to “overthrow the Tor- 
ies and the rotten system they defend!” The question they 
leave unanswered is how the union will do this while it 
invites senior managers to its meetings, and while teachers 
feel utterly powerless in the face of crushing workloads, 
decrepit schools and worsening behaviour shaped by two 
years of lockdowns and social decay. 

When the social context in Britain was explosive, SA 
raised minimal demands and supported left-wing bureau- 
crats. Now that the mood is sombre and demoralised, the 
RCP denounces all trade union bureaucrats and calls for 
radical action. The continuity between the old course and 
the new is that neither one does anything to push the class 
struggle forward or build a serious opposition to the 
bureaucracy. 


is certainly correct, for- 
how do you advance this 


Pyramid Scheme or Leninism? 

A revolutionary party is built by guiding class strug- 
gle, helping workers and the oppressed overcome the ob- 
acles holding back the advancement of their intere: 
The pro-Palestine movement in Britain is stuck because 
its leaders have one foot with the movement and the other 
with Starmer. The same can be said for the barely exist- 
ent opposition to the NATO campaign in Ukraine. It is 
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impotent because it relies on left-Labour MPs cowed into 
silence by Starmer. In the unions, the rank and file are 
hurting while the union tops refuse to organise any real 
struggle. 

In all these cases, the task of revolutionaries is to 
break the chains holding back the movement and to show 
concretely that advancing the various struggles requires 
breaking from the clutches of spineless Labourites. This 
is the essence of Leninism and must be the purpose of all 
tactics. 

For decades, the IMT’s approach was to push reform- 
ist parties and trade union bureaucrats to the left, never 
fighting to advance a revolutionary split. Now, without 
acknowledging a single previous misstep, the RCI pro- 
claims that it will build a revolutionary party through the 
exponential growth of its own forces. The problem is that 
they propose to do this without seriously responding to 
any of the arguments tying the workers and oppressed to 
their reformist leaders, including Stalinist parties like the 
Greek KKE which they now seem so fond of. 

The solution for Palestine? Intifada until victory. The 
solution for Ukraine? Revolution. For women’s oppression 
and black oppression? Abolish capitalism. Against the 
dominance of Modi? General strike. Against Starmer? 
Communism. These are not answers. They are empty slo- 
gans that can attract a certain amount of youth...for a 
time, but are utterly useless in actually advancing the 
class struggle. 

Instead of directly confronting the problems which 
have plagued the IMT and the entire Marxist left in the 


past decades, the RCI has turned sharply to the left, yell- 
ing their anger at capitalism into the void. But since they 
cannot provide answers to the questions facing the work- 
ing class, they have opted to build their party through a 
vulgar pyramid scheme. The formula is simple: foster 
frenetic energy and pressure each new member to recruit 
one new member every few months. This way the RCI 
will grow from thousands to tens of thousands to mil- 
lions. You don’t need Marxism to know how this will 
end. Like every such scheme, it will eventually collapse 
under its own weight. 

Coming from our own experience of sectarianism, col- 
lapse and reorientation, we can only urge comrades of the 
RCI to confront the hard realities of their past and present 
head on, rooting themselves in the lessons of the Marxist 
movement (see Spartacist no 68, September 2023), The 
RCI has invented nothing new—except a catchy ad cam- 
paign. One only has to look at the writings of Lenin and 
Trotsky with open eyes to see that the trajectory of the 
RCI has been followed and analysed time and time again: 


“Like reformism in the preceding epoch, sectarianism 
transforms historic tendencies into omnipotent and abso- 
lute factors. The ‘ultralefts’ conclude their analysis just 
where it should really begin. They counterpose a ready- 
made schema to reality, But since the masses live in the 
sphere of reality, the sectarian schema does not make the 
slightest impression on the mentality of the workers. By its 
very essence, rianism is doomed to sterility.” 


—Leon Trotsky, “Ultralefts in general and 
incurable ultralefts in particular”, 
28 September 1937 @ 
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has presided over a right-wing shift in the party’s posture. 
What the RCP has complained about though, is that QS is 
putting more emphasis on the national question. They de- 
nounce QS for getting closer to the mainstream bourgeois 
nationalists of the CAQ and the PQ. Such bourgeois na- 
tionalism is indeed a dead-end for Québécois workers and 
fighting nationalism is a key task of Marxists in Quebec. 

But in order to combat bourgeois nationalism, it is cru- 
cial that Marxists take up the cause of national liberation 
and expose the nationalists as misleaders and lackeys of 
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imperialism. Instead, the RCP denounces the whole strug- 
gle for national liberation as “divisive” and a diversion 
from the “real issues”: “while working people go hungry 
in shabby apartments, the party is putting more and more 
emphasis on independence” (“Québec solidaire is turning 
into a pale copy of the PQ.” marxist.ca, 11 April), Such 
rhetoric, counterposing national and social liberation, is 
not only an echo of Trudeauism but has also served to pros- 
trate the Quebec left ever since the Quiet Revolution. To 
the contrary, revolutionaries must fight to /ead the national 
liberation struggle to ensure it serves the interest of work- 
ers and the oppressed—for a workers republic of Quebec! 

As the RCP has no aim of trying to lead the national 
liberation struggle, they can rail against the “reactionary” 
nationalists all they want, but they can’t actually defeat 
them. And to say the least, it does nothing to combat Eng- 
lish Canadian workers’ illusions in “united Canada” and 
liberalism, and dovetails perfectly with the liberal politics 
of the misleaders of labour. 

So, at the end of the day, Socialist Action and the Revo- 
lutionary Communist Party may have a different tactical 
approach to social democracy, but neither puts forward 
politics that can break the hold of the NDP and labour 
bureaucracy on the Canadian working class. Fight in the 
labour movement—yes. Fight for communism—absolute- 
ly. But to move the struggle forward and have an actual 
impact, Marxists need to frontally take on the pillars of 
Canadian liberalism. m 
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(continued from page 2) 


of Quebec separatism. In defense of national unity be- 
hind the government’s pandemic response, Justin Trudeau 
wielded it to stamp out any oppos 

The reason for this is that the policies of the government 
serve the interests of the English Canadian ruling cl 
The vital interests of workers run up against the capital- 
ists’ private ownership of the banks, factories and mines 
and their overall control of the productive forces of soci- 
ety—power which they will protect with the full force of 
their state. It is from this perspective that we argued in our 
article “Labour Must Defend the Truckers!” (21 February 
2022): “What's urgently called for is a communist oppos- 
ition to the government, which means breaking with the 
current treacherous reformist leaderships and building a 
new, revolutionary party which can lead the working class 
to victory in its struggle for power.” 

By not defending the truckers, the labour leaders be- 
trayed. And it did not end there. Indeed, their support to 
Trudeau's crackdowns resulted in the birth of a formal gov- 
erning bloc between the Liberals and the NDP, supported 
by the top union leaders. Meanwhile, Poilievre capitalized 
on the truckers’ protest, taking the helm of the Consery- 
ative Party. Harper’s former attack-dog was allowed to 
posture as a friend of working people and the downtrod- 
den because the labour leaders did not offer a left-wing 
opposition to Trudeau. It was their liberal politics that led 
to devastation for workers during the pandemic and the 
Liberal-NDP coalition continued the onslaught. 


No to Liberal-NDP Economic “Solutions”— 
Labour Needs a New Path 

Poilievre is gaining traction simply by hammering on 
the dismal economic situation and the housing hell in Can- 
ada. The Tory ascendance was marked by their byelection 


win in Toronto-St. Paul’s, a historic Liberal stronghold. 


Burston/CP, 


Singh talks the talk about the NDP being the only party 
fighting for affordability, but he walks the walk of support 
to Trudeau. Poilievre’s success is a gift from the NDP and 
the union leaders who have been supporting the Liber- 
als’ economic policies—a betrayal that has paralyzed the 
labour movement. 

Multiple Liberal budgets have passed muster with the 
labour leaders. The most recent one in April was lauded 
by the union bureaucrats of Unifor for delivering on “so- 
cial progress and jobs in the face of economic inequities, 
relentless affordability pressures and stubbornly high in- 
terest rates.” The more left-wing CUPE had a few tepid 
criticisms, including the “over-reliance on market-led ap- 
proaches.” CUPE nonetheless endorsed it as “moving in 
the right direction,” which they credit to the NDP. And 
while the NDP may criticize both Trudeau and Poilievre 
for catering to “corporate greed” they voted up the budget, 
signing on to the Liberals’ plans. 

To justify supporting the Liberals, the labour leaders 
argue that the Tory alternative is worse since steep public 
service cuts will be a sure thing. It is true that Tory aus- 
terity will hurt the working class and must be opposed. 
But you can’t do this with the Liberals whose economic 
“solutions” run completely counter to workers’ interests. 
Nor are the Liberals strangers to austerity measures. Try- 
ing to patch up capitalism with the Liberals (versus the 
Tories) is a dead-end for addressing the problems plaguing 
working people: inflation, economic decline, erosion of 
social programs and the housing crisi 

The rampant inflation hitting households across the 
country is linked to the Liberals’ response to the decaying 
economy—a reliance on high levels of government spend- 
ing, financed by debt. Deficits were treated as permanent- 
ly affordable because there was a long period of low inter- 
est rates. And the debt reached historic levels during the 
pandemic. Yet by pumping more and more money into the 
economy, the government fueled inflation. This strategy 
of printing money and racking up debt is making life un- 
affordable for working people. 


Pritchard/Montreal Gazette 
Left: Cops attack anti-government protesters under Justin Trudeau's Emergencies Act, 2022. Right: Troops invade 
Montreal under Pierre Trudeau’s War Measures Act to crush national liberation struggle, October 1970. 
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Also, the Liberals are paving the way for more cuts to 
public services. The debt itself, including to fund public 
works and social supports, threatens to be the siphon to 
starve services. The central bank’s interest-rate hikes 
aimed to tame inflation have made debt much more 
expensive. The price tag has doubled, and debt servicing 
is one of the largest government expenses—leading a 
large section of the ruling class to demand major cuts. 

And how have public services fared under the Liberals, 
have they been shored up? No, the social safety net— 
health, education and other crucial services—is collaps- 
ing. Transit, utilities and infrastructure are crumbling. 
And the few new services being built, from transit to 
health care, are largely union-busting privatization 
schemes. Not only have they done nothing to relieve the 
crisis, but they fatten the wallets of the banks and big 
corporations while undermining union power. 

Everybody on the left knows that the current situation 
cries out for a massive public works program and invest- 
ments in social services. The banks and corporations 
have the money—the working class must take it from 
them to fund public services. But the capitalists will not 
pay or build what is needed unless forced to do so. The 
question is, what strategy can achieve this? 

The current labour leaders call on the government to 
“tax the rich, don’t borrow from them” (CUPE). They 
praise the recent Liberal increase of the capital gains tax 
as a way to “help fund our social safety net.” Don’t count 
on it. Quality public services require a productive econ- 
omy. Taxing the rich, even at much higher levels (and 
even without massive tax evasion), won’t be enough to 
meet the needs of workers, because it can’t shore up a 
declining economy. Rather, for the economy to grow it 
must be re-organized on a planned basis, under workers’ 
control, and not left to the chaos that comes from the 
whims of the private sector and the banks. 

The only way to start defending and expanding public 
services is to improve the balance of class forces in 
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favour of the working class. The ruling class will only 
make concessions when it fears losing more. The balance 
of forces can only be improved by mobilizing workers to 
fight for what is needed. But this is not what the labour 
tops have been doing since they have been propping up 
the government. 

The Liberals rely on deficits and tweaking the tax code 
to try and stave off a recession, which is a fool’s game. 
This is because the real economy is rotting. Labour pro- 
ductivity is directly linked to the standard of living. 
both of which have been declining for decades. Canada’ 
export sector is no longer a key driver of economic 
growth. Manufacturing has been gutted. Resources are a 
major component of the economy, but do not contribute to 
raising productivity. The national GDP only remains ele- 
vated through high levels of immigration. 

And what does all this mean for workers? Economic 
growth won’t come without significant investments in 
infrastructure and technology. The capitalists don’t invest 
in productivity because money goes where it will make 
the most profit (like speculation and real estate). At the 
same time, the bosses seek efficiencies at the expense of 
workers. Even without a recession, a no-growth economy 
puts the squeeze on working people in the form of high 
prices, eroded wages, speed-ups and clawbacks. This is 
what it means to support the Liberals’ “progressive” eco- 
nomic policies. 

More broadly, Canada’s productivity woes are the 
result of nearly 40 years of globalization carried out 
under the aegis of U.S. imperialism. The open liberalized 
economy was good for the Canadian ruling class, at the 
head of a resource-heavy and trade-dependent economy. 
This was due to a commodity boom and high prices for 
resources. But that boom was based on conjunctural fac- 
tors of fast-developing economies (like China, India, etc.) 
in the post-Soviet period, resting on the unipolar domin- 
ance of the U.S. superpower. There is nothing in the 
global economy today that could serve as the impetus to 
repeat this. And now the U.S. hegemony on which global- 
ization was based is in rapid decline. 

Yet the Liberals bank their hopes for an economic 
revival on a re-stabilization of the U.S.-led world order. 
And union leaders, notably in Unifor, share this outlook 
and have been actively working with the government to 
implement its economic policies. Over the last two years, 
the Trudeau government has been handing out 
multibillion-dollar subsidies to corporations in the auto 
and EV industries. Effectively the Liberals are making 
high stakes gambling bets with borrowed money. 

They do this to stay in line with U.S. industrial policy, 
particularly given that Canada’s economy is so thoroughly 
integrated with the behemoth. But the “reshoring” plans 
of the Biden/Harris Democrats—a highly protectionist 
response aimed mainly at China—are no more in the in- 
terests of workers than are free trade policies. And by sup- 
porting the economic plans of Biden/Harris and Trudeau, 
the Unifor tops are lining up Canadian workers with U.S. 
imperialism and against workers in other countries. 

The union bureaucrats tell workers that partnering with 
Trudeau will strengthen the economy and protect jobs. 
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They do this because they believe that liberal capitalism 
can meet the needs of workers. Unions like Unifor have 
immense power that could be mobilized to stop the flow 
of profits and bring down governments. But instead, the 
union tops use this power to carve out a spot for them- 
selves at the table with bank heads, corporate tycoons and 
the government that represents them. The price of admis- 
sion is labour peace for the capitalists which can only 
come at the expense of workers. 

Last year, the Unifor tops sold out a historic opportun- 
ity for coordinated action between American and Can- 
adian auto workers—one that could have made real gains 
and reversed decades of losses. There should have been 
joint strikes across the border. Rather, Unifor rammed 
through a series of deals with the Detroit Three even as 
UAW-organized workers in the U.S. were on strike. Sup- 
porting the Liberals’ economic policies and acting as a 
brake on class struggle are two sides of the same coin. 
When isolationist and protectionist measures come from 
the White House, Unifor draws the workers more tightly 
to Ottawa. When Trudeau pushes policies to make Can- 
ada more indispensable to the U.S., Unifor ensures there 
are no strikes to upset corporate inte: 

Support to the Liberals’ budgets and economic policies 
has been a disaster for workers. Instead, the unions 
should stand for a fundamental re-organization of the 
economy—planned, collectivized and based on the needs 
of the working class. This requires confronting the Bay 
Street and Wall Street financiers around whom the econ- 
omy is currently organized. It means striving for unity 
with the working class throughout North America and 
abroad rather than looking for “progressive” friends on 
Parliament Hill. This is the only way to undercut 
Poilievre’s appeal and improve conditions for working 
people. 


Labour Celebrates Multiculturalism—Pillar 
of Canadian Capitalist Rule 


With the economy sinking deeper into stagnation and 
decay, the multiethnic working class needs to wage a fight 
for its own interests in opposition to the ruling eli A 
barrier to this is the labour leaders’ support to official 
multiculturalism, which divides and weakens the labour 
movement while tying the unions to the government. Tru- 
deauist multiculturalism is a pillar of the pan-Canadian 
nationalism that serves the ruling class at the expense of 
workers and the oppressed. It is a cornerstone of capitalist 
rule that reflects both Canada’s place in the liberal order 
under U.S. hegemony and the drive to forcibly keep Que- 
bec within a united Canada. 

This is one of the most prominent pressure points in 
society, because to oppose official multiculturalism is to 
challenge the ethos of “progressiveness” of the Canadian 
state. Along with universal health care, multiculturalism 
is central to the modern Canadian identity. It is touted as 
the “distinctive feature” that makes Canada “exceptional” 
and a success story for welcoming mass immigration. So, 
liberal dogma declares that rejection of official multicul- 
sm must be equated with reaction, racism and anti- 
immigrant bigotry. 


Diversity is Canada’s strength 
La diversité est fa force du Canada 


Multiculturalism, cornerstone of Cana 
State celebration of diversity ties workers and op- 
pressed to capitalist rule. Trudeau in Britain, 2015. 


pm.gc.ca 
in liberalism. 


But as a liberal ideology and political tool, multicultural- 
ism is not progressive. Rather, it is fundamentally a means 
to ensure “national unity’ tability for the ruling 
cla! s of the working class against 

a ist profit system. It is the 
mask for bankrupt economic strategies that use mass 
immigration to artificially grow an economy that is rotting 
from the inside out. And, crucially, it serves to undercut 
and demonize the just national ions of Quebec. 

Trudeau came to power on a mission to put multicul- 
turalism back at the centre of Canadian politics, after it 
had been sidelined by the Harper Conservatives. To cap- 
italize on the anger against the Tories, Trudeau postured 
as the one to reconcile with Indigenous peoples, fight 
racism, defend minorities, bring gender equality, ensure 
inclusivity for LGBTQ+ peoples, and so on. The basis of 
this was simply “because it’s 2015”—a vacuous statement 
which required no real changes. And sure enough, 
material conditions for the oppressed have not improved. 

The main argument from left-wing labour leaders is 
that this is due to a failure to live up to the ideals of inclu- 
sivity and anti-discrimination that are enshrined in state 
policy like the Multiculturalism Act. The perspective they 
put forward is for more liberalism, less hypocritical poli- 
cies and real government pathways to combat barriers to 
jobs, housing and education. But empty liberal sympa- 
thies elevated to a state ideology when the conditions of 
society are going downhill serve to set up oppressed 
groups as targets for reaction and backlash. This is why 
the liberal critique of multiculturalism reinforces the 
right-wing reaction to it, which in turn strengthens lib- 
eralism. This mutually reinforcing relationship creates 
stability for the ruling cl: 

This is what is happening with the housing cr 
which immigrants and foreign students are being scape- 
goated. The nearly half a million immigrants that come 
into Canada every year are not responsible for the housing 
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shortage. The lack of affordable homes is due to specula- 
tion, financialization of housing development and profit- 
driven building initiatives. But a rapid increase to the 
population when there is not enough housing does exacer- 
bate the problem. Of course, the right-wing points to this 
to push anti-immigrant racism. The left either puts its head 
in the sand to avoid the issue or pushes for more liberal 
tokenism in the name of multiculturalism. 

Canada has one of the highest rates of immigration 
per population in the world. For the Liberals this is proof 
that it is an “inclusive” and therefore “progressive” place. 
This narrative obscures the reality that mass immigration 
has long been a conscious policy to shore up a declining 
economy. Since the capitalist rulers cannot truly increase 
economic productivity, relying on a constant flow of new 
labour ready to work at low wages is a way to grow the 
GDP minimally. But a stagnating economy and an in- 
crease in population put downward pressure on salaries 
and services and inevitably lead to social tensions. 

In the wake of the global economic crisis of 2008-09, 
the capitalists’ immigration policy shifted to increase 
temporary migration. The ruling class needed cheap 
labour to keep Canada competitive and foreign students 
to serve as cash cows to fund higher education starved of 
public funds. The temporary workers and foreign stu- 
dents, like millions of other migrants, have sought a bet- 
ter life and refuge from social ruin driven by imperialist 
depredations and the declining global economic order. 

If the economy were booming with quality jobs and a 
high level of productivity, integrating even huge numbers 
of immigrants would be relatively easy. But these social 
conditions don’t exist. Half a million new people yearly 
need jobs, housing and public services that the economy 
can’t deliver. Multiculturalism is then used as a club to 
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beat down these real concerns and defend the economic 
and immigration model of the Liberals by labelling as 
“racist” any questioning of it. While Poilievre does not 
openly challenge this model and claims to defend multi- 
culturalism, he seeks to tap into growing disaffection. 

In response to growing tensions, the CUPE leadership 
put out “A Solidarity and Action Guide” (April 2024) to 
support temporary foreign workers in the unions and to 
combat divisions in the working class. But since it is root- 
ed in the framework of liberal multiculturalism it can’t 
do either of these things. CUPE knows that the Tempor- 
ary Foreign Worker Program (TFWP) was established to 
meet the needs of employers, subjecting migrants to low 
wages and mistreatment. The bosses use the precarity of 
migrants to push down wages and attack seniority rights, 
which creates resentment among non-migrant workers. 
And migrant workers are accused of “taking our jobs.” 

The CUPE tops claim the role of the union is to 
enforce the TFWP by addressing employers’ violations of 
migrants’ rights and contesting the labour shortage claims 
that permit employers to hire temporary workers in the 
first place. And how does CUPE aim to combat the 
bosses’ exploitation of divisions among workers? With a 
campaign of anti-racist education for union members. 
This is Trudeauist multiculturalism in action: support 
capitalist immigration policy with empty anti-racist plati- 
tudes. And without a strategy to address the material con- 
ditions of all workers, the divisions are reinforced. 

Now that the unemployment rate is starting to rise, a 
campaign against temporary migrants is being whipped 
up. The working class must oppose such campaigns and 
other bans on immigration. But this does not mean that 
workers should support the alternative positive policies 
for immigration under capitalism. Workers, both domes- 
tic and foreign-born, have no interest in taking a side in 
the debate over “good” immigration based on permanency 
versus “bad” temporary immigration. Whatever the rul- 
ing class’ immigration policy is, it will always be driven 
first and foremost by their own economic interests: a lot 
of immigrants when they need them, stricter border con- 
trol when they don’t. 

The NDP and the union tops betray workers and the 
oppressed by supporting the Liberals’ economic and 
immigration model. Both anti-immigrant laws and sup- 
port for mass immigration are against the interests of the 
working class. When the government’s policies have been 
challenged, the labour movement has acted as the shock 
troops to defend multiculturalism. This contributes to 
furthering the divide and rule tactics of the ruling class, 
pitting various immigrant groups against each other, 
“white” workers against “non-white” workers and Québé- 
cois against Canadians. 

The situation will only get worse unless the labour 
movement mobilizes now to defend immigrants and min- 
orities. The only way to cut against the divisions is by 
uniting in struggle against the government and the bosses. 
Straight away, this means the working class must fight for 
full citizenship rights for all. Additionally, a fight for wage 
increases across the board and organizing the unorganized 
is the way to improve the situation for all workers. 
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Only class struggle against the bosses 
can strengthen the unity of all working 
people and improve the conditions of 
Indigenous peoples, women, immigrants. 
This means combatting the liberal politics 
of multiculturalism. Instead, the labour 
leaders have been uniting sectors of immi- 
grants and white anti-racist workers with 
the government against another sector of 
the population and against Quebec! The 
workers movement needs a new leader- 
ship, one that mobilizes for class struggle 
against the government, not “multicultur- 
alism” with the government! 


Labour in English Canada Must 
Support Quebec Independence 


While the state ideology of multicultur- 
alism is hyped as a model for the downtrod- 
den around the world, it is in fact a tool to 
deny that Quebec is nationally oppressed. 
Over 50 years ago, it was ushered in by the senior Trudeau 
to crush the struggle for Quebec independence. The jun- 
ior Trudeau came to power in 2015 championing Canada 
as the “first post-national state.” Today, multiculturalism 
is used to rally national unity around the government 
under the guise of “anti-racism”—particularly against 
the national aspirations of the Québécois. In refusing to 
champion Quebec’s national rights, the Canadian labour 
leaders guarantee their loyalty to the English Canadian 
ruling class. This is the central roadblock to advances for 
the labour movement and working-class unity in Canada 
and Quebec. 

The NDP may raise alarms about the decline of French 
and the failures of the Trudeau Liberals in defending it. 
They may pass motions in Parliament to “recognize” 
Quebec as a nation. They may support Quebec’s right to 
protect French as the official language. But it is all in the 
framework of upholding the national oppression of Que- 
bee—which is what their “asymmetrical federalism” is all 
about. The NDP aims to shore up federalism by acknow- 
ledging that Canada is a multinational state, to thwart the 
struggle for independence. Since the NDP seeks to keep 
Quebec in a united Canada, they uphold the pillars of 
Trudeau liberalism, multiculturalism and its twin, official 
bilingualism. 

In Quebec, Trudeauist bilingualism and multicultural- 
ism are opposed because they are an existential threat to 
the Québécois nation. In a “post-national state,” national 
rights have supposedly been transcended by the “inclu- 
sivity” of liberal Canada, a lofty and pretentious way of 
saying that Quebec has no rights. Only through the strug- 
gle for independence will Québécois national aspirations 
be met. But short of that, and while Quebec remains an 
oppressed nation in a united Canada, language laws and 
the right to control immigration are important for the 
defense of a francophone society in Quebec. 

In the logic of liberal Canada, the Québécois are Can- 
adians who happen to speak French. Language is no 
longer held as a collective right but only an individual 


Jongué/FTQ 
“All of Quebec on the move to live in French”: 1989 Montreal demon- 
stration. Quebec’s national rights key to workers’ struggle against U.S. 
and Canadian imperialism. 


right. This is absurd but it serves the political purpose of 
denying that Quebec is a distinct nation, which has rights. 
At bottom, this is what drives Canadian bilingualism. 

This policy manipulates the linguistic minorities in 
both nations. In the name of defending French from coast 
to coast, historic francophone populations in English 
Canada are pitted against Quebee’s national rights. The 
lack of services in French shows the tokenism of official 
bilingualism, but its true purpose is to line up people 
behind the government as the alleged defender of lan- 
guage rights. And as for the historic English minority in 
Quebec, where services in English are orders of magni- 
tude more of a reality, they are used as a wedge against 
Quebec’s language and national rights. 

In English Canada, official bilingualism is widely 
viewed as a progressive asset. But in reality, it is directed 
against the Quebec government's passing laws to defend 
French, It serves as an assimilationist tool to keep Quebec 
in Canada by undermining the use of French. Quebec is 
confined in an anglophone-majority federation with the 
USS. superpower for a neighbour—this dynamic deter- 
mines that English is the dominant language. Yet with a 
cynical twist, it is the language policy of the oppressor 
nation, official bilingualism, that causes French to be 
viewed as the “privileged” language and the Quebec lan- 
guage laws to be portrayed as reactionary. 

For Quebec, the question of immigration is also 
inseparable from the continued existence of a franco- 
phone nation. The right to control borders is an indisso- 
ciable attribute of sovereignty and Quebec can only 
acquire it by separating from Canada. Furthermore, for 
generations the Anglo-British and now Canadian rulers 
have sought to drown the French-speaking Québécoi 
people in a sea of non-francophone immigrants. This is 
why concerns over immigration are always the strongest 
in Quebec. 

And since the Québécois nationalists are often too 
spineless to wage a fight for independence, whipping up 
anti-immigrant sentiment proves to be an easier way to 
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channel the legitimate national sentiment. That has been 
the strategy of the right-wing government of Legault. For 
example, even the measures to defend the French lan- 
guage contained in his Bill 96 and the modest immigra- 
tion powers Legault is demanding from the federal 
government, while generally supportable, do not funda- 
mentally address Quebec’s national oppression. Bill 96 is 
nothing more than a pathetic caricature of Bill 101, which 
itself never solved the linguistic oppression of the Québé- 
cois, despite real advances. But Bill 96 also places a ban 
on services in languages other than French for immi- 
grants after six months, a racist provision that hinders 
immigrants’ transition from their mother tongue and fur- 
ther marginalizes them. 

Such policies undermine the struggle for national liber- 
ation by dividing workers, further chaining “native-born” 
Québécois to their own bourgeoisie and driving immi- 
grants into the arms of Trudeauist multiculturalism. In 
turn, the entire English Canadian establishment can rally 
around multiculturalism in denouncing Quebec as 
“racist”—thus helping to safeguard the unity of Canada. 
The result of the Trudeau years and its hypocritical “wok- 
ism” is that the national divide in Canada has been deep- 
ened. This in turn has led to a rise in support for the 
bourgeois-nationalist leaders in Quebec—the Bloc, the 
CAQ and more recently the PQ. 

All the Liberal lectures about diversity, immigration 
and “progress” are geared at undermining Quebec’s pos- 
ition inside Canada. The NDP and union tops in English 
Canada have been complicit in this endeavour—a com- 
plete betrayal and the surest way to deepen national hos- 
tility between Canadian and Québécois workers. Rather 
than defending Trudeau, the labour movement in Canada 
should defend Quebec’s national rights—even the right to 
control its own immigration—while opposing Legault’s 
reactionary poli And it should support Quebec 
independence. This is the means for the Canadian unions 
to combat distrust and demonstrate they are allies in the 
fight against the common enemy in Ottawa. It is crucial 
to oppose liberalism because it ties the English Canadian 
workers to their own rulers, and it serves to drive Quebec 
workers into the arms of the Quebec capitalists. Canadian 
workers have a material interest in supporting Quebec 
independence because such a struggle would rock the 
Canadian ruling class to its core, dealing it a blow which 
would open the road to its overturn. 


Labour’s Support to U.S. Imperialism, Brake 
on Class Struggle 


On the world stage, the Liberals trumpet Canada’s spe- 
cial role in promoting “democracy and human rights.” 
The NDP and labour tops push the illusion that these 
policies are a gain of the social-democratic tradition, par- 
ticularly in comparison to the U.S. The corollary is that 
the role of the labour leaders and other social movements 
is to keep the Liberals accountable. But this is false to the 
core. The “humanitarian” posture of the Liberal govern- 
ment serves to protect Canada’s privileged position as a 
middle power in the world hierarchy of imperialism 
(which comes from being an adjunct to a superpower). 


One way or another, the Liberals (and the Tori 
well) aim to make sure that Canada remains an indispens- 
able junior partner to U.S. imperialism. This means that 
Canada toes all the red lines drawn by the U.S—brow- 
beat China and support NATO, Ukraine and Israel. 
Defense of these key pillars of the strategic alliance with 
the U.S. are pushed in the labour movement by the NDP 
and trade-union tops. This runs completely counter to the 
interests of the working class, and acts as a brake on class 
struggle. 

In fact, Canadian foreign policies flow from the global 
economic order led by the U.S. Ottawa takes its cues 
from Washington and defends U.S. imperialism because 
the interests of the Canadian ruling class are bound up 
with its American counterpart. Being in the orbit of a 
giant, Canada can move and tilt but never leaves the tra- 
jectory set by the U.S. The open liberalized economy of 
globalization was good for the ruling class of a trade- 
dominant economy like Canada. But now the world order 
grows more unstable as U.S. hegemony declines. In 
response, Canadian liberalism has become hysterica 

This is because the results of globalization—the 
growth of world trade, the industrialization of neocolonial 
countries, the development of China—are now undermin- 
ing U.S. hegemony. And so, to shore up its position the 
U.S. aims to tear apart the basis of globalization—con- 
fronting China, upping pressure on the neo-colonies, rai 
ing tariff barriers and reducing the crumbs given to 
allies. Canadian liberalism is geared at trying to shore up 
the world institutions that support globalization while 
also aiding the U.S. in tearing it down—an impossible 
balancing act. 

Both Trudeau and Poilievre know that no matter who 
wins the U.S. elections in November, Washington’s use of 
subsidies and tax breaks to “reshore” manufacturing is 
here to stay. The Trudeau government has been waging a 
“charm” offensive to build north-south links with busi- 
nesses and local governments to parallel its links to 
Washington. And since everyone knows that Canada 
can’t afford to increase its military spending enough to 
meet the demands of NATO, the Liberals try to stay rel- 
evant to the U.S. in other ways. 

The NDP and trade-union bureaucrats complain that 
the global economic system is unjust, dominated by 
banks and corporations—which it certainly is. They seek 
to make it more democratic by getting the ruling class to 
treat workers as equal partners. In doing so they adopt the 
framework of the Liberals—to make Canada a “progres- 
sive” partner in the U.S.-led world order by propping up 
the institutions of liberal capitalism. Poilievre taps into 
discontent over this with his populist rhetoric against the 
“elites” and the World Economic Forum. Trudeau in turn 
uses this to dismiss any opposition to globalization as a 
conspiracy or right-wing reaction. 

But the strategy of the labour leaders of trying to dem- 
ocratize and “fix” the liberal world order won’t bring 
progress. Developing the productive forces is essential for 
the working class across the globe but this runs up against 
the interests of the American imperialists, on which 
globalization rests. Furthermore, since this strategy is 
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premised on supporting U.S. and Canadian 
imperialism, it prevents the unions from win- 
ning even the basics for which they are fighting 
(as seen with Unifor’s dead-end strategy for 
auto). 

On China for example, Canada is in lockstep 
with the U.S. After a six-year freeze in relations, 
Canadian Foreign Minister Joly was back in 
China lecturing about its record on human 
rights. This is geared at aiding the U.S. in main- 
taining its hegemony. The “humanitarian” garb 
is the cover for pushing Washington’s protec- 
tionist economic measures and sabre-rattling 
against China. In the immediate sense, th 
about current geopolitical dynamics. But it is 
also about fomenting the forces of counterrevo- 
lution in China, even as the Chinese Stalinist 
bureaucracy itself continues to push deadly illu- 
sions in the U.S.-led globalized economy, Can- 
adian workers should oppose the anti-China 
imperialists, while supporting the struggle for 
political revolution against the sellout bureaucracy to 
defend the gains of the 1949 Revolution (see “The Class 
Nature of China,” Spartacist No. 69, August 2024). 

In the Western world, Canada is practically the only 
country where there have been zero dissenting voices over 
Ukraine. Across the board—from the Liberals and Tories 
to the NDP and trade-union leaders—Zelensky is sup- 
ported as a great “freedom fighter.” This includes “anti- 
war” unions like CUPE that oppose the conflict on pacifist 
grounds while still supporting the aims of NATO—which 
means defending the imperialist order. 

With its 2022 invasion of Ukraine provoked by the 
NATO imperiali: Ru: threw down the gauntlet to 
unbridled U.S. dominance. Ukraine is not fighting a just 
struggle of national liberation. A victory for Ukraine 
would mean further enslaving the country to the NATO 
imperialists and increasing the oppression of the Russian 
minorities. On the other hand, Russia is not fighting a 
legitimate war of national defense against imperialism but 
with the purpose of bringing Ukraine back into its sphere 
of influence and to oppress it. 

Early in the war, the U.S. laid down a hard line to its 
allies: support Ukraine against Russia. Canada toes this 
line and is one of the loudest sabre-rattling voices. This is 
because it does not matter much for Canada—it is far from 
the war and does not have significant economic relations 
with Russia, Canada’s military is tiny and irrelevant and 
moralizing about Ukraine to the rest of the world makes 
for good relations with Biden and the U.S. (except when 
hailing a Ukrainian Nazi in the House of Commons). 

The labour leaders, in defense of “liberal values,” 
channel these pro-imperialist politics into the working 
class. Rather, the labour movement here must support a 
revolutionary defeatist position on the war, that Ukrainian 
and Russian workers turn their weapons against both 
their own respective oligarchs, and to extend the revolu- 
tionary struggle to the imperialist countries. Workers 
cannot mount an offensive against the capitalists at home 
when their own leaders are serving as political foot sol- 


Anti-China protectionism corrodes and derails class struggle. 
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diers in this war. What is needed are workers’ actions— 
strikes, hot cargoing arms shipments, etc.—against 
NATO and against the Canadian and U.S. imperialists. 

On Palestine, there are cracks in social democracy over 
the Zionist massacre in Gaza. For taking a side with the 
Palestinians, unionists and labour leaders have been 
witchhunted. Sarah Jama was kicked out of the Ontario 
NDP caucus and Fred Hahn, the president of CUPE 
Ontario, has been hounded for his defense of Palestinian 
liberation, including by the national leadership of CUPE. 
But these leaders did not fight against the Liberal-NDP 
coalition that propped up a government that supports 
genocide. They prioritize unity with the social chauvinist 
right-wing NDP leadership over defense of the Pal- 
estinians. This is because they share the same liberal 
view, as seen with Jama’s touting Canada’s “history of 
peacemaking.” 

The movement for Palestinian liberation is going 
nowhere because it relies on pressuring the Liberals, even 
while many on the left know that the Liberals are hypo- 
crites—preaching democracy while supporting genocide. 
The tone of the Liberals has shifted from that of eleven 
months ago to be more “humanitarian,” including by call- 
ing for a ceasefire. Leaders of the Palestinian movement 
claim that this is a small success of the protests that can 
“end Canadian complicity.” The Liberals are making 
some criticisms of Israel, but they are no less committed 
to siding with it. Rather, the rhetoric, the promise to end 
future arms sales and the support for the International 
Court of Justice case against Israel are part of the global 
choreography of the U.S.—to buy time for the Zionist 
state to reach its genocidal aims in Gaza while minimiz- 
ing the geopolitical impacts. 

Against the liberal pacifism driving the movement to 
an impasse, there must be concrete actions organized to 
challenge the imperialist status quo. This means con- 
fronting the Liberal government and the NDP leadership. 
The working class is the decisive force that must be 
mobilized—to stop weapons deliveries to Israel, fight the 
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Devastation in Gaza, March 2024. 


vicious pro-Zionist repression and fight for Palestinian 
liberation. To do so requires a fight against the labour 
leaders who aim to pressure the Liberals with more lib- 
eralism. This has been the obstacle to mobilizing the 
labour movement behind the Palestinian cause. 

This included the Ontario Federation of Labour's call 
to unions to defend the student encampment at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto on 27 May. OFL President Laura Wal- 
ton railed against the political instability and violence in 
the region that “disrupts global supply chains” and can 
“drive up costs here at home.” This is perfectly in line 
with Biden’s and Trudeau’s views. And it is overt support 
for the liberal capitalist order. 

Moral outrage aside, the bottom line is that the labour 
movement's policy of support to the Liberals and the U.S. 
empire is completely against the most basic interests of 
the working class. Support to the liberalized economic 
order is leading to ruin. And instead of mobilizing the 
power of labour to impose its will on the capitalist class, 
the labour leaders limit struggle to ensure it doesn’t go 
too far out of the bounds that are acceptable to the bosses. 
So, they look for allies in the Canadian and American 
ruling classes rather than alliances with the working class 
in Quebee, the U.S. and worldwide. 

The only way to win gains for the working class is to 
oppose the global domination and plunder of U.S. imper- 
ialism. This means building an anti-imperialist pole in the 
labour movement in opposition to the U.S. ruling class 
and its Canadian junior partner. The policy of the Can- 
adian labour movement must be: No to the USMCA! 
Defend China! No support to Ukraine or Israel! Down 
with NATO! Down with U.S. imperialism and its Can- 
adian lackey! For the liberation of Palestine! 


The Labour Movement is Heading for 
Disaster—Prepare Now, Turn the Tide 

Things are getting worse, and the political climate is 
shifting to the right. The labour movement is weak and 


divided by the politics of liberal- 
ism. Support to the Emergencies 
Act, to the Liberals’ economic 
strategy, to multiculturalism, 
to Ottawa’s anti-Quebec policy 
and to U.S. imperialism’s wars 
in Ukraine and Gaza: on all 
serious questions of our times, 
the leaders of the labour move- 
ment stand on the other side of 
the class line and are complete- 
ly betraying the interests of the 
working s, leading it to de- 
feat and disaster. 

And it’s not like there haven’t 
been opportunities to turn 
the tide: in the last two years, 
there were a series of promin- 
ent labour struggles in English 
Canada—CUPE-Ontario, auto, 
PSAC, ILWU, rail. (There was 
also the potentially explosive 
Common Front strike in Quebec.) Any one of these could 
have changed the political landscape in favour of the work- 
ing class. But instead, each ended in defeat or stalemate, 
sacrificed on the altar of the Liberal-NDP coalition. This 
was what brought the Ontario education workers strike to 
defeat, yet it is held up by the Marxist left as a model for 
combatting anti-union attacks. 

Unfortunately, the socialist left has acted as a link in 
the chain of liberalism. They know that Trudeau must go; 
they know that the ruling elites are responsible for one 
crisis after another; and they know that the Liberal-NDP 
coalition is responsible for the rise of Poilievre. But they 
don’t have a program to break the hold of liberalism in 
the labour and other social movements. What we are put- 
ting forward is a program to wage a relentless struggle 
against liberalism and a perspective of struggle based on 
the most immediate needs of the working class in oppos- 
ition to the bosses and their governments. We aim for this 
to be the basis for broader discussions within the left. In 
preparing in this period of mounting reaction, the role of 
Marxists should be to build a clear anti-capitalist alterna- 
tive to the current labour leadership. 

Because of the whole rotten course, the working-class 
leaders have discredited the trade-union movement, 
which now stands in the eyes of millions as a defender of 
the rotten status quo. The price paid has been the prostra- 
tion of the labour movement. It has fueled the rise of 
Poilievre and social reaction more broadly. All of this 
done in the name of a pathetic dental plan! 

Singh may have junked his formal pact with Trudeau, 
but the working class needs a fundamentally different 
program and leadership if it wants to advance its interests 
and be an active factor in changing society. We need a 
revolutionary workers party in this country. Forging one 
means a confrontation with the current union and NDP 
leaderships. Because if the working class remains led by 
spineless liberals and Trudeauists, there can only be more 
defeat and disaster. m 
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Asha 


(continued from page 4) 


Asha calmly stood up, collected her pa- 
pers and declared, as she exited the hall, 
“Screw you, we're with the Sparts!”” A 
few weeks later, in late 1990, the Revolu- 
tionary Marxist Tendency fused with the 
Trotskyist League. 


Party, Program and Leadership 


Asha revelled in getting out and fight- 
ing for our program, especially against 
the pretenders to Marxism who tied 
workers and radical youth to the bour- 
geois order. Addressing the memorial 
from Vancouver, comrade Sean James 
recounted seeing Asha in action at a 
January 1991 speak-out in Edmonton 
against the Gulf War: 
“I recognized Asha waiting on the stage 
of the packed auditorium as she vigor- 
ously protested when the chair tried to end 
the meeting before she got to speak. The 
room was still packed, and she gave a fiery speech ending 
with the call to defeat U.S. imperialism, which to me si 
much more practical than appealing to the imperialists to 
‘stop the war,’ or to stop spilling blood for oil, that is, to stop 
being imperialists.” 


Asha was a fine recruiter, and as one comrade noted, 
“she was able to explain and motivate Marxism to a wide 
range of people: she could hold her own and courteously 
shred the arguments of an ‘erudite’ Marxist prof. And she 
was very successful selling newspapers and subscriptions 
to the longshoremen.” On every issue, her fiery sincerity 
and intense focus served to deepen comrades’ sense that 
they were involved in struggles vital to mankind’s future. 

Asha’s qualities as a communist were vivid in her con- 
tributions to internal debates. She would stand her ground 
until convinced and fight hard to convince others of her 
views. During our 1995 fight over the Quebec national 
question, writing under her party name A. Keith, Asha 
was the first TL comrade to come out hard for Quebec 
independence. Comrade Orlando Martin, a member of the 
TLQC Central Committee, highlighted this at the memor- 
ial gathering: 

“Asha really despised Canadian social democracy for its 
subservience to the English Canadian bourgeoisie and for 
its role in denying the national rights of the Québécoi I 
recently reread a document she wrote in 1995, when she 
was the first in our section to call for Quebec independ- 
ence. Her words are impregnated with disdain towards the 
bourgeoisie and its fake Confederation, always seeking 
every opportunity to advance the interests of the inter- 
national working clas 


In the mid 1990s, Asha moved to Vancouver and lived 
there for the rest of her life. Chronic health problems led 
her to become a sympathizer for several years, but she 
later resumed regular activity as a consultative member. 
She actively participated in the more recent debates that 
have led to a major programmatic rearming of the ICL in 
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Asha revelled in fighting for revolutionary politics, seen here in 1989 
combatting NDPers. 


spite of physical limitations that prevented her from con- 
tributing as much as she would have liked, which was 
more painful to her than physical illness. 

A voracious reader and knowledgeable on many sub- 


jects—history, art, science, medicine, music—everything 


Asha studied became a tool for her political education and 
for building a revolutionary vanguard party, Some years 
ago, during her then frequent visits to New York, Asha 
made her talents available to the Prometheus Research 
Library, the central reference archives of the Spartacist 
League of the U.S. As the PRL comrades wrote, 
“Asha brought her infectious enthusiasm and curiosity to 
the PRL. She took on the task of arranging the PRL’s hold- 
ings of indices and bibliographies to international collec- 
tions of the left and labor movement that we had amassed 
over many years and shelved in accordance with the big 
bang theory of creation. There’s only one sure thing about 
working in the archives: nothing is obvious. With her intel- 
ligence, inquisitiveness. and painstaking work, Asha made 
these valuable research tools readily accessible.” 

Asha did not think that we would attain a beautiful 
communist future simply through persuasion or the force 
of ideas. She knew that this required the actions and pro- 
gram of a vanguard party that seeks to give leadership to 
the burning working-class struggles of the day. In one of 
her notebooks, she wrote, “Freedom for the oppressed of 
the world is not a subjective declaration but requires 
breaking the material chains of poverty, exploitation and 
oppression.” 

We miss Asha terribly and extend particular condol- 
ences to her sisters and other family members, and to her 
husband and comrade Marlow, to whom we will give the 
last word: 


“She deeply treasured being an active part of the TLQC and 
the ICL in its struggle to reforge the Fourth International, 
world party of socialist revolution. To the last beat of 
heart, she remained a fighter for a communist future.” m 
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Liberalism Swindles Labour 


For the last couple of years, unionized workers across 
Canada have demonstrated a willingness to stand up 
against the relentless attacks of the bosses in all sectors of 
the economy. Public services, transport and manufactur- 
ing have all seen labour battles that could have turned the 
tide in favour of the working class and the oppressed. But 
at each turn, the pro-NDP and pro-Liberal union bureau- 
cracies have proven a deadly obstacle to victory, while 
the bulk of the Marxist left has had nothing to offer but 
empty cheerleading for “the struggle” and a complete 
abdication of any fight against the current misleadership 
of labour, 

Communists seek to intervene in the class struggle to 
show that the way to advance the immediate interests of 
the proletariat requires a struggle against the treacherous 
pro-capitalist leaderships of the unions. With our modest 
forces, the Trotskyist League in Quebec and Canada has 
sought to do just that, gaining us a hearing among key 
sectors of the working clas 

In August 2023, we presented a way forward during 
the powerful longshore strike in the Port of Vancouver 
against the cynical maneuvering of its “militant” leader- 
ship. Our leaflet “The ILWU Can Still Win!” (see ad, 
page 19) pointed out that in this crucial industry, “nothing 
will be gained without a decisive, unrelenting battle 
against both the BCMEA [employers’ association] and the 
government.” Instead, the ILWU bureaucracy called off 


the strike without a vote from the membership and caved 
in when Trudeau directly intervened, accepting a deal 
which they had themselves rejected a few days earlier! 

In the spring of 2024, Toronto transit workers in CUPE 2 
and ATU 113 were poised for strike action against the 
city bosses and the provincial Ford government. But the 
union leaders set strike dates weeks apart, then signed 
last-minute deals that do nothing to stop the relentless pri- 
vatization attacks by the transit bosses all across the GTA 
and beyond. We reprint below our leaflet “Toronto Needs a 
Solid Transit Strike” which points to some of what should 
have been done to win. 

Most recently, the Teamsters rail unions at both CN 
and CPKC were ordered back to work by the Trudeau 
government via its Canada Industrial Relations Board. 
The bureaucracy complied without a fight, simply taking 
its “grievances” to the Federal Court of Appeal, yet 
another avenue to swindle rail workers. Our leaflet on the 
next page “Rail Workers: Keep the Initiative!” poses a 
revolutionary challenge to this defeatist course. 

As attacks by the bosses will only continue and 
increase in the coming period, class-conscious workers 
need to seriously take stock of the current dismal condi- 
tion of the labour movement in this country and fight for 
a different course. For our part, we are committed to con- 
tinue intervening with a revolutionary alternative in the 
struggles to come. 


Toronto Needs 
a Solid Transit Strike 


CUPE, ATU Must Stand Together! 


Picket Lines Mean Don't Cross! 
tO _ a 


20 April 2024—The nearly 700 electrical workers of CUPE 
2 in Toronto transit are geared up to go on strike on April 
22. The CUPE leadership is trying to bargain a deal on its 
own, claiming they can win their demands by demonstrat- 
ing that the company must take their proposals seriously. 
This go-it-alone strategy reinforces the craft unionism that 
divides CUPE electrical workers from ATU operators and 
maintenance workers, who have a history of defending 
each other despite the divide and conquer strategy of the 
bosses. The strength of the labour movement comes from 
organization and unity. Simply put, the more divided you 
are the weaker. One way to bridge craft and other divisions 
is to fight for equal conditions for all TTC workers. 

As for the 12,000 workers in ATU 113, their contract ex- 
pired last month. The ATU leadership demands that TTC 
management change its course to grant fair contracts or 
else it will face a strike by both unions—which in fact 


There’s another way! 


is urgently necessary. They also say that ATU stands 
shoulder-to-shoulder with CUPE 2 and supports them in 
any way possible. Nice—but then, why are they explicitly 
forbidding their members to honour the CUPE 2 picket 
lines (ATU Notice of April 18)? What kind of solidarity is 
this? Crossing each other’s picket lines is the surest way 
to defeat—for both unions. 

By promising the bosses that the union will jump through 
all their legal hoops and leave CUPE 2 isolated, the ATU 
leadership gives the company a green light to continue its 
assault on all transit workers. Clearly this is a recipe for 
disaster! Rather the answer should be: One out, all out! 
Picket lines means don't cross! Strike together to win! 

There is no doubt that the TTC bosses are prepar- 
ing to isolate and defeat a strike by CUPE 2. CEO Rick 
Leary was explicit that they have “contingency plans” to 
keep service running. This is a clear threat to mobilize 
non-union foremen and managers to break the strike. Of 
course, if all TTC workers go out together with solid picket 
lines, no scabs would be allowed to keep service running. 

Leary and company also aim to vilify the unions by 
whipping up hysteria that gains for transit workers will 
come at the expense of the rest of the population in the 
form of increased fares and higher taxes. Enough of this 
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blackmail! There are natural allies within the broader 
population who can be rallied to support a transit strike. 
The unions must show them how it serves their interests 
too. Better conditions for transit workers mean a better 
transit system. The largely working-class and student TTC 
ridership is fed up with unreliable bus service, overcrowd- 
ed subways that break down and streetcars that move at a 
snail’s pace. Other Toronto city workers will be up against 
similar forces in their own contract battles, and a win in 
transit would embolden them and strengthen their strug- 
gle. The same can be said for the beleaguered health care 
and education workers of Ontario. 

Privatization schemes and profit-driven models current- 
ly in place for extending transit are delaying the much- 
needed expansion. This is especially true in heavily 
working-class areas like Scarborough, as well as the 905 
area on the outskirts of the city where many families have 
moved, priced out of the exorbitantly expensive 416 area. 
Even in the 416, there are transit deserts in working-class 
and immigrant neighbourhoods. The unions can rally all 
these allies by fighting for a massive expansion of transit 
that is fully public, fully unionized and free for riders. 

A victorious transit strike in Canada’s financial capital 
is in the interests of all workers. It has the potential to 
turn the tide, to break the impasse in the Ontario labour 
movement and chart a course to fight against plummeting 
living standards and to refurbish the severely eroded pub- 
lic services. Thi the way to win allies. Instead, the ATU 
and CUPE leaderships push a “strike avoidance” public 
relations campaign, which relies on moral suasion of the 
bosses and undermines a transit fight by putting workers 
on the back foot. 

There is no doubt that the threat of back-to-work legis- 
lation is hanging over the heads of transit workers: the 
bosses’ government will always threaten workers with out- 
rageous fines and even jail. It is the strength of a unified 


labour movement mobilized against its class enemies that 

will defend workers and their leaders from repression for 

“illegal” strike actions. 

Toronto transit workers can expect that the TTC and all 
layers of government will plead that they are broke and 
can’t meet their demands. All this points in one direction: 
for CUPE and ATU to win even their minimal demands 
for wages, job security and benefits, they must be united 
as they confront the TTC, Toronto City Hall and Queens 
Park, all of which represent the interests of the capitalist 
class. Confronted with such an upsurge, the bosses will 
“find” the money, no worries. 

Toronto needs a solid transit strike to turn the tide, but 
there must be a different strategy than that presented by 
the current union leaderships. The unions need a leader- 
ship that understands that the capitalists will always de- 
fend their class interests by paying as little as possible for 
public services and lowering taxes for themselves. To win, 
workers must defend their class interests: the right to a 
decent living, affordable housing, quality public services, 
a safe work environment, shorter work hours and more. 

We encourage transit workers to take up the following 
points as an immediate program of action: 

° CUPE, ATU: Stand together! 

° Picket lines mean don’t cross! 

° Equal conditions for all! 

° No privatizations and contracting out—unionize all 

transit workers! 

Expand transit services across the GTA! 

° For massive investment in infrastructure and public 
services—transportation, social housing, health 
care and education. Take the money from the banks 
and corporations! 

* No reliance on the courts or any of the bosses’ par- 
ties, Liberals or Conservatives! 

* For a class-struggle leadership of the unions! 


Don’t Leave the CIRB in Control! 


24 August 2024—It is great news for the labour movement 
that rail workers defied the forced arbitration of the Tru- 
deau government on 22 August. By pursuing strike action, 
the Teamsters made Minister MacKinnon look like a com- 
plete fool and threw a wrench in the plans of the supremely 
arrogant rail companies to impose their will on the country. 
A victory for rail workers would be a victory for the entire 
labour movement. With the anti-worker Liberal-NDP coali- 
tion government on the ropes and Poilievre lurking with 
more attacks, this is in fact an ideal moment for the unions 
to take back the initiative and impose their will. 

But to do this, the union must break with the strategy 
of relying on legal maneuvers and the Canada Industrial 
Relations Board (CIRB). In the first place such agencies 
and other courts are tools in the service of the employers 
and the government. And even if they do occasionally side 


with the union’s arguments, it changes nothing in reality. 
Take the infamous Saskatchewan decision of 2015 uphold- 
ing the legal right to strike: are wages, working conditions, 
safety, living standards any better? No, things have only 
gotten worse! 

The way to combat the inevitable back-to-work legis- 
lation and all other attacks by the bosses is not through 
lawyers’ arguments but by relying on labour’s own 
strength. This means preparing now, including through 
mobilizing the entire union movement in Canada and the 
U.S. (where a rail strike was crushed by Biden last year). 
Every union should back the rail workers with resolutions 
that they will strike against any back-to-work legislation. 
Crucially this includes the rail workers’ closest allies in 
the ports, transit and truckers’ unions. 

Victory to the rail workers! 


The ILWU Can 
Still Win! 
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Palestine, Quebec... 


(continued from page 24) 


act in the interest of the Palestinians leads nowhere 
and can only produce more defeat and demoraliza- 
tion. It is necessary to change course. 


Organize the 
Anti-Imperialist Struggle 


In Quebec and Canada, the only concrete way 
to help the Palestinians and oppose Zionism is by 
attacking Canadian imperialism and its big brother, 
the U.S. In Canada, a major arms exporter, it would, 
for example, be easy enough for the unions to stop 
all arms shipments to the Zionist state—Canada 
exports millions of dollars in weapons to Israel. It 
is Québécois workers and their brothers and sisters 
in English Canada who manufacture and transport 
these weapons. They have the power to stop these 
arms deliveries intended to continue the massacre 
and national oppression of the Palestinians. This 
would be a concrete way to fight for the liberation of the 
Palestinians and also for the liberation of Quebec, because 
it would also be an attack against the interests of the Can- 
adian bourgeoisie and its bosses in Washington. 

But even such elementary actions come up against the 
pro-capitalist leadership of the labour movement. Several 
unions have denounced the sending of weapons to Israel 
by Canada...but are not lifting a finger to mobilize their 
members in concrete boycott actions. The reason for this 
is that the opposition of these bureaucrats to the Gaza war 
is entirely within the scope of what may be “acceptable” 
to Trudeau and the other imper: s. The trade-union 
federation CSN, for example, was content to support a 
declaration begging the Liberal government for “an end 
to the arms trade with Israel.” Without concrete actions, 
this liberal whining toward the oppressive Canadian state 
is worse than doing nothing. But it illustrates the need 
to build an anti-imperialist pole opposed to these labour 
traitors, one that fights to link concrete actions in de- 
fense of the Palestinians—in arms production factories 
and international transport such as at the port of Mont- 
real and Dorval-Trudeau airport, for example—to a battle 
for the national and social liberation of Quebec from the 
Canadian state and its lackeys among the elites and the 
nationalist Québécois union leaders! 

Even though Canada is a second-tier imperialist power 
(to be charitable), it is part of the U.S.-dominated global 
imperialist order. Today the world is more unstable than it 
has been since the fall of the Soviet Union, and the conflict 
in the Middle East is only causing more headaches for the 
American imperia . The U.S. and its allies need to re- 
store stability to the region at any cost, especially a region 
abundant in oil. The Zionist state as well as the reactionary 
and hated Arab regimes are necessary for this stability. 

The interests of the international working class are 
diametrically opposed. The imperialist global order is 
the enemy of billions of people suffering from national, 
economic and social oppression around the world. It is in 
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Trudeau and his American imperialist master, enemies of Pal- 


ians and Québécois. 


the interest of the international labour movement to bring 
down the Zionist state, to liberate not only the Palestinians 
but also the Israeli working class. In the imperialist cet 
tres, the same leaders who support the massacre in Gaza 
are launching massive austerity attacks against workers 
who find it increasingly difficult to find housing and food. 
Actions like strikes in support of the Palestinians would 
be real attacks on Canadian imperialism. Weakening the 
enemy in this way, workers in Quebec and Canada could at 
the same time turn the tide and improve their situation at 
the expense of the Quebec and Canadian establishments. 


Imperialism: Enemy of Palestinians and 
Québécois 

Organizing an anti-imperialist struggle in Quebec in 
support of the Palestinian cause is not a call for cheap 
liberal solidarity: the Quebec working class has an inter- 
est in the fight for the national rights of the Palestinians 
because it is also a victim of the imperialist world order. 
The Palestinian and Québécois people share common ene- 
mies. Both were oppressed by the British Empire, which 
savagely suppressed the democratic Patriote revolution of 
1837-38 and the Great Arab Revolt of 1936-39 a hundred 
years later. These two defeats led to the construction of 
the modern Canadian state and the formation of the Zion- 
ist state, respectively. Today, the U.S. unwaveringly sup- 
ports a “united Canada” against the Québécois people as 
well as Israel against the Palestinian people. Given their 
common enemy, imperialism, every blow delivered by the 
Quebec labour movement will help the Palestinian cause 
even if only a little bit. Every step that Québécois workers 
take toward Quebec independence will be a modest, but 
real blow against imperialism in North America! 


For an Anti-Imperialist Leadership 
in the Unions! 


A revolutionary perspective, in Palestine/Israel as in 
Quebec, is therefore more urgent than ever. But the two 
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peoples have suffered only defeats and humiliations for 
decades. In Quebec, what remains of the achievements of 
the Quiet Revolution for workers is more and more 
flushed down the drain, while the Palestinians continue 
to suffer Zionist massacres. But the responsibility for 
these defeats falls on the nationalist leaderships of these 
movements, which never offered any prospect of victory. 
In Quebec, the union bureaucracies have always sub- 
ordinated the national liberation struggle and workers 
struggle to Quebec’s nationalist elites, like the Parti 
Québécois, who have curbed the momentum of the Que- 
bec masses for their liberation at every turn. In Palestine, 
the population continues to pay much more for the 
egy of its nationalist leadet ch as the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organization, who have tried futilely to convince 
the U.S. and UN to let them form a Palestinian state. In 
Quebec and Palestine, bourgeois nationalism will not lead 
to national liberation because it does not attack the world 
imperialist system. 

Today’s Québécois union leaders, like the “left” nation- 

ists of Québec Solidaire and the so-called progressive 
wing of the Parti Québécois, in fact accept the imperialist 
world order to the extent that they support the aims of the 
“Quebec state” and Quebec bosses who seek to derive their 
small profits from it. When Frangois Legault, the embodi- 
ment of the cheap and backward Quebec boss, described 
the October 8 pro-Palestine demonstration in Montreal as 
“unacceptable,” no union leader defended the demonstra- 
tors or denounced the crimes of the Zionist state. In the 
aftermath of the criminal and counterproductive attacks 
by Hamas against Israeli and foreign civilians, the Quebec 
and Canadian bourgeoisies firmly sided with Netanyahu 
and tried to discredit any opposition to the Zionist state. It 
is at times like this that the Palestinian people need sup- 
port, not just in words but in action. Even a strike lasting 
a few hours would have sent a strong signal to Legault and 
his imperialist bosses that Quebec workers are defending 
the national rights of the Palestinians! 


But the union leaders are not going to spoil the pro- 
Israel consen: Only when the number of Palestinian 
children massacred by Israeli bombs exceeded several 
thousand and moral outrage invaded social networks did 
the union federations FTQ and the CSN deign to issue 
impotent communiqués demanding an “immediate cease- 
fire.” But even the more liberal wing of the Liberal Party 
of Canada demand: much! (A wing of the Canadian 
liberal bourgeoisie actually believes a posture for “peace” 
gives Canada a moral advantage in international imper- 
ialist wheeling and dealing.) But don’t be fooled: imper- 
ialist governments will only stop arming the Zionist state 
when they are forced to. And who can force them? Work- 
ers like those of the CSN and the FTQ! But the worldview 
of the union bureaucrats, where domination by the U.S. 
and its allies is an unshakable fact of life, leads to an 
impasse in the national liberation struggle of Palestine, of 
Quebee, and in union struggles in general! 

The task of workers and youth who want to defend the 
Palestinians is to fight to build an anti-imperialist move- 
ment and forge a new leadership in the labour movement 
that will take this anti-imperialist struggle forward. It 
will take political battles to expose and condemn the ser- 
vility of the union bureaucrats to Canadian imperialism. 
But these are necessary battles, so that anger over the 
Zionist massacre can be channeled not into useless 
demands on imperialist governments, but toward the 
destruction of the global imperialist system. These are 
precisely the battles that the so-called socialist left in 
Quebec and Canada does not wage, contenting itself, like 
the union bureaucrats, with demanding a more “humani- 
tarian” policy from Canada and/or in certain cases acting 
as cheerleaders for the reactionary Hamas. 


Mobilize Workers for the Liberation of 
Palestine and Quebec! 


Without a revolutionary and internationalist perspec- 
tive, national liberation struggles run into a dead end and 
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nationalism can only create more divisions among the 
oppressed. In Quebec, the right-wing Coalition avenir 
Québec, which fiercely rejects Quebec independence, 
channels the national aspirations of Quebec workers 
toward its conservative and reactionary “survival” nation- 
alism. To give the appearance that he is defending Que- 
bec, Legault launches racist attacks against minorities 
and especially against Muslims who “refuse to integrate.” 
Manipulating legitimate sentiment for secularism stem- 
ming from the battles against the Catholic church during 
the Quiet Revolution, Legault’s attacks like Bill 21 [which 
bans the wearing of religious symbols by certain state 
employees] divide and weaken the multiethnic Quebec 
working class. The result is not only more attacks by the 
bosses on divided workers, but also little or no support 
for the liberation of Quebec by immigrant workers. 

We must certainly fight the “multicultural” policies of 
Ottawa, which have long sought to weaken the Québécois 
nation or even make it disappear. But attacking minorities 
is counterproductive because it leads them to see the 
Canadian state as their protector. The only way to defend 
yourself from the federal government is by fighting for 
Quebec independence. To achieve this, “old-stock” 
Québécois need the greatest number of possible allies in 
Quebec and English Canada. They will find no better 
allies than the immigrant workers who left their country 
of origin because of the wars and misery created by the 
global imperialist system, of which Canada is a part. It is 
therefore vital for the Quebec working class to fight the 
anti-Muslim attacks pushed by its elites and their media, 
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not simply because it is the moral thing to do, but because 
it is necessary to liberate Quebec! 


Against Impotence and Despair, 
We Need an Anti-Imperialist Pole! 


Anger over the Zionist massacre has created a wave of 
pro-Palestine activism on campuses in Montreal, particu- 
larly at McGill and Concordia, which has been met with 
repression from administrations and the police. It is the 
duty of the Quebec working class to come out in defense 
of these pro-Palestine students who are victims of 
repression. 

But mo: 
Hamas 
sowing illusions that Trudeau's policies can be changed 
through moral pressure. These young people, most of them 
of immigrant origin and English-speaking, are demonized 
and isolated from Quebec society. Most of them live in 
the closed bubbles of these English-speaking institutions 
which maintain contempt toward the Québécois. At the 
same time, as in Israel/Palestine, the growing despair of 
the Palestinian people is increasingly being channeled 
into Islamist reaction, while Jews are pushed deeper into 
the arms of Zionism. This whole situation has clearly 
led unhinged individuals to attack people or institutions, 
even schools, in Montreal simply because they are Jew- 
ish. These criminal re then singled out by all the 
anti-Muslim reactionaries in Quebec to further smear the 
Palestinian cause. This cycle must be broken, and only 
an anti-imperialist pole that links the national liberation 
struggle of the Palestinians and Québécois can do this. 

To achieve unity between the Palestinian people and 
the workers of Quebec and other countries in the face of 
imperialism, it is necessary to reject Islamism, which does 
not recognize the democratic right of the Jewish Israeli 
people to live as a nation in Israel/Palestine. But also, Arab 
nationalism and Islamism lead the Palestinians from defeat 
to defeat, and breaking their hold is essential for the Pal- 
estinian cause! This makes it all the more important that 
there be an anti-imperialist pole on the left in Quebec that 
can channel the energy of these young multiethnic student 
activists toward a perspective of victory over the Zionist 
state and American and Canadian imperialism. 

True peace will come to the Middle East only when the 
Palestinians are free. And they will only be free when the 
Zionist state is destroyed. The only solution is for the 
Jewish working class in Israel to take up the cause of Pal- 
estinian liberation against Zionism and imperialism, of 
which they themselves are also the victims. The people of 
Gaza have no need for moral sympathy: they need real 
liberation. They need concrete actions against imperial- 
ism in Canada and elsewhere. By striking against imper- 
ialism here in Quebec, the Québécois working class will 
not only help its brothers and sisters in Palestine, but will 
also advance toward its own liberation: the workers 
republic of Quebec. 

Down with the Zionist massacre in Gaza! Defend 
pro-Palestinian activists in Quebec and Canada! Down 
with American and Canadian imperialism! National 
liberation for the Palestinian and Québécois people! ™ 


of the leaders of these movements 
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Pe Partisan Defense Committee 


‘The PDC isa class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense organization which champions cases and causes in the 
Interest of the whole of the working people. This purpose is in accordance with the political views of the Trotskyist League. 


Stop the Witchhunt Against 
Charlotte Kates! 


Hands Off Samidoun! 


The statement below 
was issued by the Parti- 
san Defense Committee 
on June 8. 

In step with Israel’s 
ever more 
on Rafah, 
ruling class 
its repre 


pro-Palestinian 
In early May, 
rried out violent 


militant: 
police 
assaults on encampments 
at the University of Cal- 
gary and at Edmonton’s 
University of Alberta, ar 
resting nine and inj 
many. A few days earli- 
er, on April 29, Charlotte 
Kates, the international 
co-ordinator of the Sami- 
doun Palestinian Prisoner 
Solidarity Network, was 
arrested in Vancouver. It is more urgent than ever to mo- 
bilize against these attacks and against this imperialist- 
backed war. 

Kates’ arrest brought joy to pro-Zionist reactionaries 
from Vancouver to Jerusalem. B.C.’s NDP premier David 
Eby was quick to condemn Kates. She is now the subject 
of a “hate crimes” investigation and, as Samidoun 
reports, faces charges of “public incitement of hatred” 
and “willful promotion of hatred.” Outrageously, she is 
barred from attending pro-Palestinian events for five 
months. The charges against Kates stem from her speech 
at a Vancouver April 26 rally in which she hailed the 
October 7 Hamas attack as “heroic and brave.” While we 
disagree with Kates’ a: ment of Hamas, we insist that 
the attack on Kates must be opposed for what it is: an 
attack on all defenders of Palestinian freedom. (For the 
Marxist position on the conflict, see “Only Death and 
Defeat with Hamas—A Revolutionary Road for Palestin- 


on Gaza. 


Charlotte Kates at Vancouver protest against Israel's war 


ian Liberation,” Spartacist 
supplement, 10 October.) 

To the Canadian im- 
perialists, like their sen- 
ior partners in Washing- 
ton, support to Israel is 
non-negotiable. For the 
“crime” of defending the 
Palestinians, hundreds of 
BAA people have been defamed 
as anti-Semites or terror- 
ists, arrested, jailed, fired, 
doxed and purged. The 
Zionist drive against Char- 
lotte Kates and Samidoun 
is relentless. B’nai B’rith 
has been campaigning for 
the deportation of Kates 
and her husband Khaled 
Barakat. The Zionists are 
also demanding that the 
Canadian government de- 
clare Samidoun—present- 
ly a registered not-for-profit group—a “terrorist” entity, 
making material support to it a crime. Barakat, a leader 
of Palestinian Alternative Revolutionary Path Movement, 
has been in Shin Bet’s sights for years. 

It is vital that the left and organized labour movement 
stand united against the repression of Kates, Barakat and 
all other pro-Palestine activists. The fight for Palestinian 
liberation must in turn be linked to the struggles of work- 
ing people against the common enemy: the Canadian and 
American ruling classes. Every struggle against the rul- 
ers’ pro-Zionist reaction—including through protests, 

trikes, occupations and blocking military aid—strength- 

ens labour’s position against the bosses. The entire left 
and labour movement should unite in defense of Kates, 
Barakat and all victims of the pro-Zionist witchhunt. 

Hands off Charlotte Kates and Samidoun! 

Down with Canada’s terrorist list! 

Drop the charges against pro-Palestinian activists! 
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For Palestinian Liberation! 


For Quebec Liberation! 


The following is a translation of an article from Répub- 
lique ouvriére No. 5 (Autumn 2023), the French-language 
newspaper of the Trotskyist League in Quebec and Canada. 
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While the Is: 
in Gaza, a virulent ra 
of the Palestinian caus 


eli army continues its genocidal ma: 
it campaign against supporters 
is sweeping across Quebec and 
Canada. From prime minister Trudeau to Quebec premier 
Legault, university administrations and the corporate 
media, support for the Palestinians’ just cause of nation- 
al liberation is associated with “terrorism” and militant 
Islamism. The Qu ois masses, who have very extensive 
experience of national oppression, feel deep revulsion i 

the face of the m res in Gaza. But they are 
nipulated by the demagogues of the nationalist right, the 
rags of Quebecor and others to recruit them to the racist 
campaign, seeking to associate the Palestinian cause with 
the hypocritical “multiculturalism” of English Canada, 
anti-Semitism and hatred of women, A loud and clear pro- 


no credit 
Left: Pro-Palestinian demonstration in Montreal, 13 
October 2023. Right: March in defense of FLQ polit- 
ical prisoners during Quebec’s Quiet Revolution in 
the 1960s. These national liberation struggles must 
be united in an anti-imperialist movement. 


gram linking defense of the Palestinians to the cause of 
Quebec’s national liberation is thus more urgent than ever. 

But the response from the left and the organizers of 
pro-Palestinian demonstrations is only a web of impotent 
liberalism or, in some cases, an apology for the reactionary 
jihadists of Hamas (or both at the same time). Demonstrat- 
ing in English on the streets of Montreal to ask Trudeau 
to apply the great “Canadian values” on the internatio: 
scene is a very effective repellent for oppressed Québ 
who associate the name of Trudeau with the brutal oppres: 
sion of Quebec (as in the October Crisis). Furthermore, 
as the declaration of our international organ Spartacist 
explains these strategies only lead to defeat for the Pal 
tinian people! (See “A Revolutionary Road for Palestinian 
Liberation,” Spartacist No. 69, August 2024.) 

In any case, as in every past war waged by the Zionist 
state against the Palestin , the big imperialist powers 
(and little ones like Canada) and the UN have made it very 
r that they have no concern for the national rights and 
lives of the Palestinians. We must face reality squarely: the 
strategy of trying to convince these imperialist leaders to 

(continued on page 20) 


